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A British musician falls in love with a 
Venezuelan trafficker in New York City. 
When they decide to flee from the cartel, 
the two immigrants are threatened with 

their lives and choose to fight for love 
against chaos.

LOGLINE
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NECTAR�SYNOPSIS

British musician (Nathan) is forced to leave New York 
due to his visa expiration. In his final days, he meets and 
falls in love with Vanessa, who has just entered the U.S. 
and is trafficking drugs in hopes of giving her family in 
Venezuela a better life. Afraid of being caught for illicit 

trade, she decides to flee from the cartel.

As the two immigrants yearn to love freely, they are 
threatened with their lives and met with chaos at every 

point. Nathan and Vanessa strive to escape a formidable 
sequence of events involving drug smuggling, 

deportation, and organized trafficking in New York.
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" A L T H O U G H  I M M I G R A T I O N  I S  
T H E  M A I N  T O P I C  O F  N E C T A R ,  
J U S T  L I K E  T H E  N E C T A R  O F  A  

F L O W E R  T H E  F I L M  H A S  M A N Y  
D I F F E R E N T  T E X T U R E S ,  
D E T A I L S  A N D  L A Y E R S . . "

J O S H  K I D D  -  D I R E C T O R

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT
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If you pick up a stone and throw it, I am sure it will land in the radius of a conversation or a reaction about immigration. Or the “immigration problem”, as some 
politicians like to label it. Whichever way you look at it, it’s very much like a trickling effect that is built safe within the confines of group identity. It still shocks me 

that people are more willing to identify themselves with these nationalistic labels before identifying themselves as being human. The immigration conversation 
seems to supply a lot of anger and confusion; the media propagates and manipulates truth for the sake of distracting, provoking and entertaining.

 
When the opportunity to direct my first feature film was presented to me by producer Freddie Connor, there was no better topic to approach than the one that is 

most current. Fellow filmmaker Tom Wilton gifted the original idea for Nectar to me. I then began growing the idea from the truths that I discovered and the 
experiences that I’ve had. Nectar is a love story in the midst of the chaos in the current world. The film follows Nathan, a British musician, who is being deported 

from the U.S due to his visa expiring. A few days before Nathan is to depart from New York, he meets and falls in love with Vanessa, a Venezuelan immigrant. 
Vanessa has made a risky and dangerous decision whilst entering the States that is the centre point of the chaos. My objective is to reveal the human connection 

that we all share regardless of the craziness of our environment.
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With the introduction of technology into civilization, it becomes clear that real human communication is fading away. Added to this is the constant confusion of 
the individual trying to exist in this world today, which results in chaos. These are the times we are living through; it becomes very clear to see in major cities. The 
individuals seem to be too self-involved to acknowledge the existence of another individual. If not used as a tool, smart phones are used as an arm’s length escape 
from the world, be it through social media, self-manipulated images, celebrity worship, media chaos, and games or 15 second videos. These mechanisms fuel the 

fire for a self-validated reality founded in consumerism, encouraged by capitalism. Art is a reflection of the world so now is as good a time as any to drive forward 
with a message. 

 
I believe cinema to be one of the most powerful art forms; moving image is like a window for audiences to connect to a created reality through story. Within this 

reality, people can find themselves in the midst of a world they would never have been exposed to. Perhaps this is the magic of cinema. It is a way for us to educate 
our senses and give ourselves permission to be emotional whilst connecting with the characters in our own personal ways.
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Going into this film as a debut feature film director, it became so important to make bold decisions. The current state of the industry with its formulaic capitalist 
model has too long had its day. I focused in on the art of storytelling and creating my own language in film. Before the first call of “Action!” I had already decided 
that the film was to be framed in a 4:3 aspect ratio. I made this choice when I realised that the tighter the ratio of the image, the more detail we are forced to pay 

attention to within the frame. This made it so much more important for me to choose the angles and the lenses wisely.
 

I considered at length the use of Black and White versus Colour. For a variety of reasons, I decided that the film was to be shot in Black and White. 
It helped me to portray the 2-dimensional lens which people use to view the world, whilst mirroring the constrained environment which the characters faced. I 

think that when viewers see a black and white image they are forced to use their imagination to sensorially create an understanding of the image they are 
experiencing. This allows the viewers to create a line linking imagination to reality
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I was very blessed to work with an incredible cast of actors whom I respect and admire. Each actor brought something truly unique to the film and presented 
strength in the craft of acting. The DOP, Guillermo Barreira, followed the story through frames that were paintings, whilst Elliott Cuff, who was the head of sound, 

put his attention on capturing the sound of the film in a rhythmic form. I learned a tremendous amount from this journey; namely, that trusting in the 
collaboration of the creative process allows us all to be on the same page whilst bringing our talent and our knowledge into the universe of the story that we are 

serving.
 

Although Immigration is the main topic of Nectar, just like the nectar of a flower the film has many different textures, details and layers. Sure, Nathan’s struggle to 
stay in New York and Vanessa’s struggle to be in New York are the vibrational points of their emotions. But Nathan’s journey to express truth through music and 
Vanessa’s journey to presently understand life and its riddles are also main points of focus. This is a love story centred in the current streams of chaos. The rivers 
of this story pour from mountains of truth finding a poetic language that covers universal themes, whilst also exploring existential ideas and philosophical needs. 

I’m excited for you all to experience Nectar.
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Josh Kidd grew up in the London working class and studied method acting at 
the Lee Strasberg Institute in New York, whose graduates include Al Pacino 
and Robert de Niro. After his studies at the Institute, Josh worked closely 
with teacher and actress Roberta Wallach. There, he developed his own 
style of acting, incorporating the poetry of his London upbringing with the 
energy of his New York training.
 
He has starred in multiple independent films including “Let It Go,” which 
premiered at Portobello Film Festival and crime drama “Mondays,” which 
won Best Film at the Hollywood Verge Film Awards and Josh picked up the 
Best Leading Actor Award for his role of Mickey.
 
In 2017, Josh played one of the lead roles in the Warner Brothers' pilot, 
"Searchers”. Following his work on a commercial production of this scale, 
Kidd quickly realized that this was not the type of career that he wanted. He 
boldly decided to take a step back from the industry and has now turned his 
attention to creating his own films, working in the theatre, teaching, and 
writing children’s books. He is excited about these new ways of expressing, 
developing and sharing his inspiration and creativity across a broad 
spectrum of audiences. Josh recently directed “Wirelines” and “On Your Own 
Time,” which are both set to have a festival release in 2019.

Maria Mercedes Galuppo is a New York based actress, singer and dancer 
from Venezuela, trained at the prestigious Lee Strasberg Theater and Film 
Institute.
 
Her acting work spans from television shows like ID Network’s  “Stalked” , 
Telemundo’s demo for “Betty in NY”  where she played Ugly Betty, to theater 
shows like Chekhov's  “Uncle Vanya”  and the one woman show  “Salsa” .
 
She is also known for being the host of MNN Channel’s  “The Starlite Show”  
and  “Buzz60” , where she creates content for news portals like USA Today, 
TIME and People.
 
Maria Mercedes starred in the film  “Suddenly, Banana”  which is currently 
participating in festivals worldwide.

Freddie won the prestigious Best Actor award at the Indie Fest Film Awards, 
2017. The award was for his portrayal of the lead role of Jimmy in multi-
award winning New York drama Luna Park. It won the Viewers Choice Award 
at the Los Angeles Independent Film Festival Awards. 
 
He also played the role of Jason Ainsworth in the critically acclaimed 
American drama “Heather’s Painting.” The film won over 30 international 
major awards, including Best Ensemble at the Hollywood International 
Moving Pictures Film Festival and Los Angeles Independent Film Festival 
Awards, 2017. 
 
He starred opposite Dexter Fletcher and Jamie Foreman as the main 
character of Danny in Studio Canal Plus’ feature film Baseline. The film won 
Best Feature at the New York City International Film Festival in 2010. MOBO 
Film Review said “Great acting from Freddie Connor.” The London Insider 
said “Talent to watch: Unknown star Freddie Connor.” 
 
In 2006, Freddie played one of the main villains in the critically acclaimed 
feature film GYPO. Lions Gate Films released it and the film was hailed as 
“one of the best British films of the year” by The Scotsman. It won Best 
Achievement in Production at the British Independent Film Awards.

JOSH KIDD
NATHAN

MARIA MERCEDES GALUPPO
VANESSA

FREDDIE CONNOR
PAVEL

CAST
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Astante James from Queens, N.Y., trained at the New England Arts Theater 
and the Playbox Theatre in Connecticut. His private study included classes 
with well-respected coaches; namely, Reno Venturi, Patricia Hart, and 
Doreen Frumkin. Mr. James has broad experience in film, television, theater 
and commercials. 
 
Astante had a leading role in the film Rev (Micah Shaw Productions), and 
was featured in College Road Trip (Double Dutch Productions). He had a 
guest appearance in hit television series Celebrity Ghost Stories (Jarrett 
Creative Group), where he performed the role of Marlon Jackson alongside 
Jerry Stiller and Joan Rivers.
 
Astante's theater performances included Charlie Brown, where he played the 
role of Linus at Mattatuck Museum. At Kaynor Theatre, he was featured as 
Sonny in Grease and as The Lion in The Wiz.
 
Astante is widely recognized to audiences through his lottery commercial, 
which aired during the XLI Super Bowl (2007). (CBS' broadcast of the game 
was watched by an estimated average of 93.2 million viewers, making it at 
the time the fifth most watched program in U.S. television history.)
Astante is thrilled to be playing the visceral role of Byron in Nectar.

Michael F. Toomey Is a New York Based actor/creator. He lives in Brooklyn 
NY with his wife Sarah and son August where he is the co-artistic director for 
The Humanist Project.
 
He has been a Shakespeare & Company member since 1998 and is a 
founding member of Split Knuckle Theatre, which devises new works of 
theatre and currently tours its hit show Endurance throughout the world, 
performing in Bangkok, Athens, and Paris.
 
He directs, devises and choreographs shows throughout the country including 
Titus, Julius Caesar and Alice In Wonderland. Credits include Shakespeare & 
Company An Iliad (The Poet) Macbeth (Title role), Scapin (Title Role), and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (Puck) The Humanist Project Francis Goes To 
War (Francis) Split Knuckle Theatre Endurance (Walter) The Pearl (The 
Doctor).
 
He is a graduate from LISPA (London International School of Performing Arts) 
and holds an MFA in Lecoq-based theatre from Naropa University.

Gabriel Wayne is a Bay Area native, based in Brooklyn, New York. Born and 
raised in the rich multicultural heritage of Berkeley, California, Gabriel 
gravitated towards radio and dance early on, performing as a lead male 
dancer in a memorable Berkeley High Afro-Haitian dance performance that 
contributed greatly to his onstage experience.
 
He has lived in Paris and London before coming to New York City to pursue 
the activity that makes him feel the most alive-acting. His training includes 
workshops at RADA, in depth training at the Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film 
Institute in New York, as well as most recently, the Intensive training at 
Shakespeare and Company in Lenox, Massachusetts. He is a member of 
SAG AFTRA and Actors Equity.
 
Some of the projects and collaborations that have inspired him are: playing 
Dr. Hitz in the Sci-Fi short film 2BR02B, reenacting war scenes for a World 
War I statue memorial, playing the lead in the French comedic play, Cuisine 
et Dépendances.
 
Gabriel is interested in the creation of art and stories exploring the 
intersections and chaotic mixtures of cultural diversity, love in its many 
imperfect forms, and truthful expressions of the present moment.

ASTANTE JAMES
BYRON

MICHAEL F. TOOMEY
DONAVON

GABRIEL WAYNE
LARRY

CAST

www.nectar-film.com



“ N O . . . V E N E Z U E L A . . . . N O T  R I G H T  N O W . . . M Y  
C O U N T R Y  I S  I N  C H A O S … P E O P L E  H A V I N G  T O  

L E A V E  T H E I R  H O M E S . . . . ”
V A N E S S A

“  I  P R O P H E S I Z E  L I F E  W H I L E  T H E Y  S T A R I N G  A T  T H E I R  
S C R E E N S . . . T H I S  W O R L D  I S  A  D I S T R A C T I O N  T H I S  L I F E  

A N D  W H A T  I T  S E E M S .  P E O P L E  W A L K  W I T H  P R I D E ,  
W H I L E  T H I S  C H A O S  R U N S  T H E  S E E M S . . . R E A L I T Y  

A D V I C E . . . D R E A M  I N  U L T R A  B E A M . . . ”  

                                                 NATHAN

 

“ S O M E T I M E S  T H E  S U N  S H I N E S  B E H I N D  T H E  
C L O U D S  A N D  P E O P L E  F O R G E T  T H A T  T H E  S U N  

I S  S H I N I N G . ”
N A T H A N



Josh Kidd began directing shortly after training at the renowned Lee 
Strasberg Institute in New York. After graduating, he began to develop his 
skills as a filmmaker and directed two test short films “Addiction” & “August”. 
 
“Addiction” is a film about a NYC drug addict with a distorted reality and 
starred television actor Marlies Bauer Bell (I am the Night). “August” was an 
experimental film, which followed the struggles of dealing with mortality. 
Nerea Duhart (From A Commode, Astraea) played the lead role of August.
 
He worked on multi-award winning feature “Let it Go”, made by established 
indie director Tom Wilton. Josh went on to film “Searchers” a Warner Bros 
Pilot with Hollywood producer Dean White (The Shield, Siren). His 
experiences encouraged him to put his full attention onto directing. 
 
Josh directed the short "Wirelines” in 2017. The story follows a young man 
who is diagnosed with a chronic disease and has to confront his partner with 
the devastating news. In 2018, he directed “On your own time”, which dealt 
with the struggles of being homeless on the streets of New York. Both films 
are anticipating a festival run in 2019. Kidd’s understanding of the film 
making process is as he says “A magical way to tell story through merging 
poetry and picture”.

Freddie Connor graduated from the prestigious Royal Central School of 
Speech & Drama, London. He is a multi-award winning film producer and 
screenwriter.
 
He won the renowned “Award of Merit” two years in a row at the Accolade 
Global Film Competition (2016 & 2017). MovieMaker Magazine named 
Accolade among “The Top 25 Festivals worth the entry fee!”
 
Freddie wrote and produced the critically acclaimed drama “Heather’s 
Painting,” which has been nominated for over 50 international awards. It has 
won 30 major awards including “Best Picture” at the Hollywood International 
Moving Pictures Film Festival, 2017. He was awarded Best Screenplay at 
both the Lakeview International Film Festival and NYC Indie Film Awards, 
2017.
 
Freddie was one of the main producers of the feature film “Baseline,” which 
sold to over 15 countries and was released by Studio Canal Plus in the UK. 
The London Insider selected “Baseline” as one of the top 5 films of the year, 
alongside “Inception.” He has also produced multiple award-winning short 
films, including “Mondays,” which won the Best Micro Crime Drama at the 
Indie Gathering International Film festival, 2017

London-born Tom Wilton is a New York-based writer, director and producer.
 
A self-taught filmmaker, he is best known for his many micro-budget shorts 
and features, including Let It Go (2014) and Vinyl (2010) which was awarded 
the Best Drama prize at London’s Portobello Film Festival.
 
Wilton has collaborated as a writer and producer on several other projects, 
including the short Muscle (Executive Produced by Frank Oz). At present he’s 
writing and producing She the People with Ron Perlman (Hellboy, Sons of 
Anarchy) and Melonie Diaz (Fruitvale Station, Raising Victor Vargas), 
directed by Ross Clarke (Skid Row, Desiree).
 
In 2017, Wilton headed to Rio de Janeiro to work on a yet-to-be-titled film 
with Walton Goggins (Hateful Eight, Vice Principals) and Ross Clarke.
 
As well as his film work, Wilton is a regular contributor to multiple publications 
including Film Courage and Video & Filmmaker. He also founded 
Cinemazero, a not-for-profit platform for emerging filmmakers.

JOSH KIDD
WRITER/DIRECTOR

FREDDIE CONNOR
PRODUCER

CREW

TOM WILTON
ORIGINAL IDEA BY
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Guillermo Barreira is a Spanish filmmaker based in New York. His work has 
earned multiples awards, nominations and special mentions.
 
He has a degree in Media from Cardenal Herrera University CEU (Spain). 
Has a Masters degrees in Fine Arts by the Polytechnic University of Valencia 
(Spain). A year Specialization Film by New York Film Academy and currently 
is preparing for his Ph.D. in Cinema Studies.
 
He began his career in radio and television, directing commercials in 
Barcelona, Madrid and Valencia. He has been Professor of Audiovisuals in 
Spain, and is a featured video artist at Ob Art Gallery in Barcelona, Spain.

Native New Yorker, Elliott Cuff has been working as a sound mixer/boom 
operator since 2013.
 
He is an alumnus of Howard University and The Institute of Audio Research.  
Elliott has worked on a variety of projects from feature films (No Pay Nudity), 
short films (The Lonely Planet), web series (Amazon's New Dogs, Old Tricks), 
documentaries, commercials, celebrity interviews, and corporate videos.
 
Mr. Cuff has recorded CNN reporter Don Lemon, actors Taraji P Henson, 
Nathan Lane, Director, Malcolm D Lee, singer Gladys Knight and many 
others.

Dan “Chimy” Chmielinski began his love affair with the bass at the young age 
of 3. Dan is an accomplished bassist and composer who has traveled the 
world, performing/recording with Joey Alexander, Wynton Marsalis, The Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra, Chase Baird, Brad Mehldau, Jeff "Tain" Watts, 
Jon Batiste, The New York Jazz Symposium and many more. He recently 
received his master's degree in jazz studies from the prestigious program at 
The Juilliard School. Dan also earned his bachelor's degree from the Juilliard 
School, studying under the great Ron Carter.
 
Dan is proficient in many genres, and his diverse background has allowed 
him to record and perform with country sensation Kelsea Ballerini on national 
television, accompany the stars of Broadway’s “Hamilton,” and perform with 
Fall Out Boy’s Patrick Stump. Recently, Dan was one of 8 composers 
selected to participate in BMI’s, “Composing for the Screen” film scoring 
mentorship. He has also studied with composers Philip Lasser, Kendall 
Briggs, and Edward Bilous.
 
Dan began his film scoring career in 2012, scoring filmmaker Connor Smith’s 
debut feature-length film, “Smoke in the Air.” Since then, Dan has gone on to 
score countless short films, features, and documentaries. He also recorded 
on the soundtrack for Woody Allen’s, “Cafe Society.” 

ELLIOTT CUFF
SOUND RECORDIST

CREW

 DAN CHMIELINSKI
MUSIC COMPOSED BY

GUILLERMO BARREIRA PEREZ
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
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Completion Date:  March 2019
Genre:  Drama

Black & White/Color
Running Time: 85 minutes 56 seconds

Aspect Ratio: 4:3
Production Companies: 

Finelight Films & Calm Pictures 
Shooting Format:  HD

Location: U.S.A
Original Language:  American English
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Writer/Director: Josh Kidd

Cast: Josh Kidd, Maria Mercedes Galuppo, 
Freddie Connor, Astante James

Director of Photography: Guillermo Barreira Pérez
Executive Producers:  

Benje Larico & Katherine Meyer 
Producer: Freddie Connor
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DETAILS

Josh Kidd
Writer/Director

kidd.josh25@gmail.com

Freddie Connor 
Producer

freddie@finelightfilms.com 
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